LIBRARY ACQUIRES RICHMOND REAL
ESTATE TAX ASSESSMENT MICROFILM

Library of Virginia patrons have a new
resource to consult when conducting research
on city of Richmond real estate holdings. The
Library recently accessioned 222 reels of
microfilmed tax assessment cards from the
city’s Tax Assessor’s Office. While the primary
purpose of these cards is to track assessment
values for a particular property, each card
essentially acts as an informal history of each
house. In addition to listing a property’s
assessment value, the cards also can give
detailed information such as construction
materials used, the layout and dimensions of
rooms, as well as information concerning
improvements made to the property. The
cards provide a property’s chain of ownership
as well as a small black-and-white photo for
each listing. These cards are already heavily
used by property owners and architectural
historians in their search for background on
city properties.

Michael Dodson, the city’s Real Estate
and Marketing Specialist, called the archives
several months ago asking for assistance with
the film. He related that the microfilm could

not be used due to a broken microfilm reader.
The reader was quite old and city budget
problems would not allow the machine to be
fixed. Dodson wanted to be sure that the film
was preserved. Archivists saw the research
value of the collection and agreed to have it
transferred from City Hall.

Accepting the film presented several
challenges. First, since it is such a heavily
used resource, it needed to be quickly made
available to researchers. Second, the film was
housed in a rather outdated film “cartridge.”
To be served in the Library of Virginia reading
rooms, it would first have to be re-housed and
placed on suitable reels. Next, the cartridge
the film
removed before being loaded on a 16-mm
microfilm spool. The film then needed to be
reversed so that the images would display

needed to be unscrewed and

correctly when loaded for viewing. The third
challenge facing description staff was making
sense of the rather arcane filing system used
by the city to delineate properties. The reels
contained cryptic index numbers such as

N1-N 27 and S 9-222-S 9-759.

The collection is arranged into two series.
The first set contains tax assessments from
1934 to 1956 and the second series covers
assessments recorded from 1957 to 1977. To
access the film, a researcher must first deter-
mine a property ID number. This number is
available by logging on to <http:// www.ci.
richmond.va.us/department/gis/Webmapper.
asp> and using the “webmapper” to search by
address. After a valid address is found, the
researcher uses the property ID number to
locate the appropriate reel to find the desired
card. As noted, the film contains many inter-
esting notations such as floor plans, room
measurements, improvements, materials used
in construction and previous owners, as well
as a history of assessment values. The film is
heavily used by preservation groups like the
Alliance to Conserve Old Richmond
Neighborhoods (A.C.O.R.N.) and by others

attempting to resurrect old buildings.

—originally published in the Description
Services Branch in-house newsletter

Binford Mural Relocating During Renovations

The Library of Virginia recently assisted with
the removal of the large mural that greeted
generations of visitors to the Library’s former
location at 11th Street and Capitol Square.
The Enactment of the Virginia Declaration of
Rights, painted by Julien Binford in 1951,
was located over the reception desk inside the
main lobby entrance.

The old Library building is currently
under renovation and will soon be reopened as
the Executive Office Building. During the
upcoming renovation of the State Capitol, the
building will house the Capitol's offices and
will be the site of the annual meetings of the
General Assembly. After the Capitol project is
completed, the Executive Office Building will
become permanent office space for the
Executive Branch and other state officials. The
wall that held the mural is being removed to
make way for a light-filled atrium. Plans call for
the mural to be relocated to a large wall on the
same floor, in one of the former reading rooms.

Binford, a Richmond native with an
international reputation, won a national
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competition to create a mural based on the
theme of the Virginia Declaration of Rights.
His colorful modernist composition depicts a
hypothetical debate between the Founding
Fathers, including Patrick Henry, Edmund
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Archibald  Cary
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According to the artist, he selected a mod-

ernist style to depict an 18th-century event in

and the

Mason.

Pendleton,
Declaration’s

order to create harmony with the character of
the Art Deco building.

The artist intended the painting not
only to be a literal depiction of the enact-

ment, but also a symbolic interpretation of
the message of the document, that “We came
equals into this world and equals we shall go
out of it.” The bottom half of the composi-
tion contains two large hands, representing
the hands of God, surrounded by representa-
tives of all races. Figures emerge from one
hand, representing birth, and are ultimately
cradled at the end of life by the other hand.
Binford explained that “I have shown them
fulfilling with one another’s assistance the
cycle of their life. Until, equals at death as
they were equals at birth, they rest again in
the hands of God.”

The large mural, approximately 14 feet
square, was cleaned, faced and rolled for
storage by the staff of Richmond
Conservation Studio. The Library’s curator of
state art collections coordinated the effort.
The mural will remain in storage until it can

be reinstalled.

—submitted by Tracy Kamerer,
Collection Management Services
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The Lil)rary 0][ Virginia Literary Awards 2004 Ca//][or Entries

Category of Entry (please check one) [J Fiction  [J Non-Fiction [J Poetry

Title of Entry

Author’s full name and mailing address (if known) Publisher’s full name and mailing address (if known)

Book publication and distribution date

This entry qualifies under eligibility guidelines by virtue of the following connection to Virginia:

Submitted by

Address Telephone Number ( )

GUIDELINES FOR COMPETITION

Eligibility: Books eligible for the Library of Virginia Literary Awards must have been written by a Virginia author
or have a Virginia-related theme. A Virginia author is defined as a writer meeting one or more of the
following qualifications: a native-born Virginian; an author living in Virginia; an author whose
permanent home address is Virginia but who does not at present live in Virginia.

The following types of books are not eligible for the awards: reference works, edited works, children’s
and juvenile literature, photographic books, and “how to” books.

Any individual, organization, or company may nominate books to be considered for these awards.
Each year’s awards honor books written in the previous calendar year. Thus entries for the 2004
awards must have been published and distributed between January 1 and December 31, 2003.

Procedure: Mail completed entry form to:

The Library of Virginia Literary Awards
800 East Broad Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219-8000

The deadline for entries is February 13, 2004. The completed entry form and three copies of the book
(nonreturnable) must be on hand prior to that date. Entries will be forwarded to judges on receipt,
so please enter as soon as possible.

The Library of Virginia, as part of its management of the adjudication process, will request adjudication
copies of eligible books nominated by interested readers.
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Recent Acquisitions

Burkett, Brigitte. German Church Records

of Rockingham County, Virginia. Volume 1.

Rockport, Me.: Picton, 2003.
German immigration to early Virginia
began in the 1720s with many settlers
moving down from Pennsylvania into the
Valley of Virginia—especially into
Frederick, Page, Shenandoah and
Rockingham counties. Virginia had more
than 30 German-speaking congregations
by 1776 and more than 60 by 1800. The
records of these congregations can provide
valuable insight into the lives of such set-
tlers, but difficulty in reading the old
German script and then translating the
language has impeded their usage. A
skilled transcriber and translator of 17th-
and 18th-century German church records
and a familiar researcher at the Library of
Virginia, Brigitte Burkett has now pub-
lished the translated records of three com-
bined Lutheran and Reformed churches
in Rockingham County: Friedens (1786
1897), St. Michael’s (1789-1889) and
Ermentraut’s (1798-1863). Each set of
records spans close to a century of time
and includes baptisms with date of birth
and parentage as well as lists of communi-
cants and collections. An every name
index that groups similar family names
and cross- references women’s maiden and
married names, where available, is a valu-
able enhancement to the material.

The archival materials for these con-
gregations are located at the Library of
Virginia, but Burkett would also welcome
similar records from other sources as addi-
tions to the series.
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Did you know...?

* The Library of Virginia has a collection of resources that provide information on how to
locate and apply for grants. This collection, called Foundation Reference, is located in the East
Reading Room on the second floor.

* There are a number of Web sites which illustrate Virginia’s history on the Internet such as:

Virtual Jamestown <http://jefferson.village.virginia.edu/vcdh/jamestown/>

This digital research-teaching-learning project explores the legacies of the Jamestown settle-
ment and “the Virginia experiment,” the establishment of a permanent English settlement in
the New World. Enter the site to find maps and images, public and court records, firsthand
accounts and letters, labor contracts and a reference center. “Interactive Jamestown” features
virtual panoramas of the Jamestown fort and interactive maps highlighting Captain John
Smith’s explorations and patterns of settlement. (University of Virginia)

Colonial Williamsburg <http://www.history.org/>

This site provides a colonial experience for young people and adults alike. It explores the
everyday life of the colonists with exquisite attention to detail. The section "Explore and
Learn” addresses themes such as Meet the People, See the Places, Experience the Life and
much more. (Colonial Williamsburg)

Documenting the American South <http://docsouth.unc.edu/index.html>
Documenting the American South (DAS) is a collection of sources on Southern history,
literature and culture from the colonial period through the first decades of the 20th
century. (University of North Carolina)

Greer, T. Keister. The Grear Moonshine
Conspiracy Trial of 1935. 2d edition. Rocky
Mount, Va.: History House Press, 2003.

the government prosecuted the people
who tried to tamper with the jury of the
first trial. A saga of conspiracy, greed, fear

History books usually cover a period of
years with a few paragraphs or pages. To
understand a specific time period it takes

and blackmailing is detailed in this book
that gives a glimpse into a little-known
slice of the life of Virginia in the 1930s.

more than that. Greer describes a trial, the
longest in Virginias legal history, held in
the midst of the Great Depression not long
after prohibition was lifted. The locale is
Franklin County, “Moonshine Capital of

Smelser, Neil J., and Paul B. Baltes, editors in
chief. International Encyclopedia of the
Social and Behavioral Sciences. Amsterdam,
N.Y.: Elsevier, 2001.

the World.” Because of Prohibition,
moonshine was in great demand and
Franklin obliged by having a great pro-
duction. In a conspiracy that began in
1928, many people were involved, includ-
ing local, state and federal officials and
some prominent local citizens, among
them reportedly the Commonwealth’s
Attorney. The scandal was titillating, espe-
cially as the conspirators had deprived the
federal government of $5.5 million in tax
revenue. The author describes the events
based on the actual transcripts of the grand
jury and 1935 trial, and the detailed
reports in the two newspapers that covered
the story. More trials followed in which

One of the best-known reference resources
is the encyclopedia. Familiar ones like the
Encyclopaedia Britannica can attempt to
cover the broadest range of knowledge,
while others might narrow their focus.
Titles like the Encyclopedia of Aging, the
Encyclopedia of Religious Freedom, the
Encyclopedia of Terror and the Encyclopedia
of the War of 1812 reflect the variety of
subjects meriting such works.

Two multi-volume encyclopedias
have long existed for the social sciences, an
area that includes a wide spectrum of sub-
jects. The fourth edition of The American
Heritage Dictionary of the English Language
defines social . .see Reference, pg. 7




FESTIVAL FOR THE BOOK
CELEBRATES 101H ANNIVERSARY

Michael Ondaatje, winner of the Booker Prize and author of The English Patient and Anil’s Ghost,
and Michael Chabon, winner of the Pulitzer Prize for The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and
Clay will appear at headline events during the 2004 Virginia Festival for the Book, co-sponsored
by the University of Virginia and Virginia Quarterly Review. Novelist Clyde Edgerton will be the
speaker for the annual luncheon, one of the few events for which there is a fee. This event
usually sells out quickly. This marks the 10th anniversary of the Virginia Festival for the Book
to be held in Charlottesville March 24 through 28, 2004.

The Virginia Foundation for the Humanities produces the five-day celebration of literacy
and literature.

The Library of Virginia will sponsor a session at the Festival featuring Scot French, author
of The Rebellious Slave: Nat Turner in American Memory and Jeffrey Ruggles, author of The
Unboxing of Henry Brown.

(GOVERNOR APPOINTS AUTHOR
TO LIBRARY BOARD

Henry Wiencek, author of the newly released An Imperfect God: George Washingron, His Slaves and
the Creation of America, has been appointed to the Library Board by Governor Mark Warner. He
fills the slot previously held by Louella Greear who recently resigned after relocating to Tennessee.

Wiencek, who lives in Charlottesville, won the 1999 National Book Critics Circle Award
for The Hairstons: An American Family in Black and White. He credits the Library of Virginia
as being a key resource to the writing of 7he Hairstons.
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